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A turning point in life...an introspective time...taking stock of where one is in life and assessing what is left 
and how one should enjoy/ use / plan for the next stage. 

Some of the pressures are no longer there and some of the pressures are being replaced by ones that 
had not been thought of previously. think we are both aware now, possibly for the first time, that our 
remaining time ts short. Life seems to have gone ata remarkably quick pace. This is not a moan ora 


dismal observation just a matter of fact. 


Politically think the revelations that have been coming out regarding our ‘honourable men and women’ 
makes us determined to keep the inverted commas in place... | felt that certain worthy people went into 
politics to have “their hands on the tiller “ 

| was naive... 


|t is to “ have their hand in the till ” 


| love my life, my Family and mostly what is laughingly called ‘my life style’ My main dislikes seem to come 
under the heading of ‘antisocial behaviour’ . Both Lynn and are totally unable to accept the way in 
which certain parts of our immediate environment is changing. Possibly this is in common with all people 
of our age, or maybe it is a real change that is happening very speedily all round us and we are so 
immersed in it, it becomes invisible: 

‘The amount of covert and non-covert surveillance we are subject to. ‘The inability to be able to park 
anywhere even when trying to make sense of the ambiguous signage. ‘The spitting and rubbish in the 
streets and parks (Fe ven when people enjoy a picnic in the park they leave all their litter behind) can not 
understand why they come to the park which is beautiful and then leave it in a total mess. Surely the very 
reason they chose the park is for its beauty. This is the attitude that becomes very irritating, ‘The way in 
which you can pull over when driving, in a restricted road and the person you have pulled over for does not 
acknowledge you. ‘The antisocial driving and the lack of queuing for public transport infuriates us. 

lt is easy to say we are becoming ‘grumpy old people’ and VES it’s true. But look deeper into the 
reasons and you will see that our grouses are with the lack of common courtesy, the lack of respect for 
others and if one delves deeper into that thought process one can easily see that these are early 
indications of a breaking down of society. lt is easy to laugh at my words, but lack of respect is a lack of 
self respect and if that is not present how can life continue with a degree of sophistication. The way in 
which we behave towards others around us is a mark of our humanity, our dignity and ultimately it is 
returned to us in the pleasant unpredictable behaviour of our neighbours. ‘Treat others with contempt 
and that attitude will be returned and multiplied. t is the ‘rat in the cage syndrome’ No problem when a 
few are in the cage...increase the volume of intake and the signs of antisocial behaviour manifest 
themselves. For the cage, substitute London and that is the obvious cause...overcrowding. One can 
make a tolerable life but | find that it is almost like ring-fencing our life and ignoring the things that we do 
not like. When the amount we ignore increases to a level that is unacceptable that is when we must take 


stock....and we are now ‘taking stock". Jept 2010 
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A Sunday bite to eat with mum at The Russian Tea Rooms im Belsize Park. It is colourful, 
eccentric and the food is tasty. 
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On Primrose rill -Aori] 2010 
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On Primrose rlill -Aoril 2010 


A steep but short Climab but mum was game for it...and the view made it worth while 
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When Linda came over from Canada she was amazed by these great English plane trees iin 
Lincolin’s Ina Bield. When we were walking past in May we noticed that the Canadian 
prime minister had dedicated this Canadian maple right next to them and it seemed a 
great co-incidence. I think I emailed a copy to Linda 
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The great colours of nature resplendent in its May plumage 
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Ikea signs- spot the mistake - they didn t 


Shortcut to: 
RESTAUANT & CAFE 


= 
MARKETHALL 
SELF-SERVE FURNITURE 
CHECK-OUTS/EXIT 


ESTAURANT & CAFE 
68 4 | 
MARKETHALL 
SERVE FURNITURE 
CHECK-OUTS/EXIT 


See the mistake...??? 
Ikea wake wp ...1 bet it’s still there.... 


Still they are Swedish so at least they have that excuse 


I always return to my old haunts and the South Bank has changed totally and judging 
by the numbers of people here now I am not alone in enjoying the vibrancy and vitality 
of the area. It can not be matched by anything I have seen in other capitals of the 
world. 


Larnie always enjoys it with us and 
knows it like the back of her hand 
too 


Photo History 


We all get on great and have loads of fun together... 


Lots of these shot are Larnies...She's 
developed an eye for the unusual and the camera lends itself to that ‘quick 
shot’ where you can capture the essence of the moment without ‘faffing’ around 
getting the exposure etc right and losing that special shot in the process. 


I thought about a caption but my inherent breeding and sensibilities prevented 
me. Maybe Tammy can think of a suitable one 
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In April we went ‘upt north’ to visit our buddies Martin & Maxine. Packing long-johns 
and checking our passports were up to date we ventured up the motorway. 
Surprisingly some of the locals are really quite educated and is you speak slowly they 
seem to understand you 


As always we had a fabulous time and guess what.... we even saw some trains... The 
walk was slowed up by guffaws and we did not stop laughing the whole time. What a 
great part of the country...thank you folks... 


NOT A WEWING 

GALLERY, 
PLEASE TAKE A sEAT Due © Inches 
AND WE'LL CALL YOU In DeMand For EXIM 
WHEN yYouR FOOD 1S RADY. CACHETS 
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The local purveyor of vitals ...We hadn't left the car two minutes when we stopped for 
a nosh...what can TI say .. 
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Don't, don't don't even THINK about moving that fence 


Around town - May 2010 
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The strutting peacock in Holland Park 


...and the strutting peacocks in Southgate 


AN 


Photo History | = K 


Maybe the ‘Language School’ should also include a spelling 
course 


| Lunch at Viv 
and Walters 
(May 2010) 
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June 2010...Mum's 90*" party. We arranged a small awning in the garden and around 
40 of Mum's friends came to celebrate the great day. The weather held and we had 
a great afternoon. 


At Mum's 
90th party 
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Around London 


at the soup kitchen 
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I love the contrasts around every corner in London. The strange juxtaposition of new 
and old and often familiar views from unexpected vantage points. These are a few 

of the more recent shots. These below are at the back of Commercial Street. 
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Orford Ness on the way back from a couple of great days in Norfolk 


Ona Thames-side walk from Teddington to Richmond Lynn and I had bite to eat ina 
riverside Austrian bistro called Steins and were amazed on our return walk to find 
the Thames flooding over the tow path. We had a hoot trying to avoid the deep 
water and realised that this may be an indication of what is to come with the climate 
change. Glad we don't have a riverside property. 


“OK, but only a very small 
glass please Mick" 


“Tim ok if Noah hes 


Following some work close to The Thames Barrier, Lynn and I explored that part of 
the Thames that we were not familiar with and the following shots show how 
fascinating that area is 
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August ‘10 


Arnon stayed with us for a week and really enjoyed his London Vacation 
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We bought the kids some plastic 
fun glasses with ‘Cift-up’ lenses 
and they really enjoyed them 


August '10 


London Underground 
Station lighting 
improvemnent 
scheme 


No I left the wrong spelling in deliberately so you could point it out 
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Lynn and I enjoyed three fun days in Edinburgh for the festival with Ivor, Judy, Joan 
& Steve. We saw loads of shows and had some great meals out and the whole 
atmosphere was brilliant but exhausting. Glad to get home for a break at the end... 


Edinburgh 
August '10 
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SHOWS: 

Rhythm Drum & 
Dance. 

Ivor Gourmet 
Snippets. 

Cirque De Legume. 

Fawlty Towers 

Dining Experience 
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Evie and jim celebrated their 40 wedding anniversary in Northern Ireland in August 
and family and friends joined them for a long weekend of fun. 

Flying to Belfast International we picked up our hired car and drove up the beautiful 
Causeway Coastal Route from Larne to The Giants Causeway where we stayed in The 
Causeway Hotel. The scenery was fantastic as the road literally followed the coast all 
the way with fantastic unspoilt sea views and amazingly almost no traffic at all. 
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From Larne To ren ‘Coast & The Gler 
Luxury Travel In The Early 1900s. 
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At the small fishing port of Carnlough Bay we had fantastic fish and chips and walked 


inland to Gortin Quarry and the waterfall where originally there were lime kilns and 
the lime was sent on the (now disused) railway to the bay where it was shipped across 


to Glasgow. The mull of Kintyre (Scotland) is visible across the North Channel 


Walk to Gortin Q 
You can now walk 3 alo 


job of keeping the rail 


The Whiting Mill 

In the Whiting Mill, 

transportation to. 

anit. However this process created 
Much of the limestone was shi 
Tennant, one of the first pione 
textile, building and farming industri 


An unspoilt coastline... 


The Giant's Causeway was a big draw even in Victorian times and once the National 
Trust took over the care of it the ugly railings and small buildings were removed and 
it reverted back to its original beauty. Most of the stone formations have been given 
descriptive names over the years. 
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The Organ Pipes 
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Tie. Rock Pool 
full of Champagne 


Celebrating “On 
The Rocks’ 


We took the ferry across to Rathlin Island which is the most northerly island off 
Ireland and is close to Scotland. It is about 4 miles by 23 miles and has about 100 
inhabitants. It has a well patronised bird sanctuary (by one of the 3 lighthouses) and 
we spent a fascinating day there. 


Arriving at Rathlin Island 
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Just walking alone it was magic and we found it unspoilt and so relaxing 


Extract from the RSPB guide to Rathlin..... 

Rathlin Island, lying off Antrim's Causeway Coast, has a rare, untamed beauty. The wildlife is evident before 
you step ashore - the ferry crossing presents many opportunities to spot auks, gannets and gulls with even a 
chance of porpoises or dolphins. 


The fulmar..the most common bird seen on Rathlin...We saw a lot through 
the binocoluars on the ‘upside-down’ lighthouse 


Rathlin Island has three lighthouses. Look at the map: the island is shaped like a 
boomerang so each corner needs its own warning signal. 

The East Lighthouse was really busy when it was first built in 1856. Six keepers took turns to 
keep the light going. During foggy weather they also fired a gun every few minutes as a 
signal to ships. Rathlin's second lighthouse was built into the western cliffs in 1912. Rue 
Point lighthouse had a stormy start: a rough sea washed away all the building materials in 
1921! 
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We relaxed with our flask of tea watching these seals basking just next to us 


No day in Ireland is complete without ‘the glass of Guinness’... 


(“oh ! that's where my hat went") 
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Cushendun 
August 2010 


It has a sheltered harbour and lies at the mouth of the River 
Dun and Glendun, one of the nine Glens of Antrim. The Mull of 


Kintyre in Scotland is only 15 miles away across the North 
Channel and can be seen easily on clear days 
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Cushendun 
August 2010 : 


eland 
August 2010 


Ballywood (not quite 
rlollywood) 
August 2010 


